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bier, to Congress. It is not creditable that either of these
men should have been elected. It shows the depravity of
parties and the times. Two negroes have been elected
to the Massachusetts Legislature, not for talents, ability,
or qualifications, but because they are black. Had they
been white, no one would have thought of either for the
position.

In Maryland a strange contest was carried on. The Rad-
icals set the laws and the authorities aside and denounced
the Unionists as revolutionists. The legal commissioners
were imprisoned until after the election, and the illegal
ones were kept in place. When the election was over and
the Radicals were beaten, the judge ordered the legitimate
commissioners to be freed, pronounced their election legal,
and commanded the Radical commissioners to vacate.

Forney in the Chronicle, and other Radical editors, de-
nounced the Governor (Swann) and the law-abiding people
of Maryland and called on the Radicals of other States to
be prepared to assist in putting down the State author-
ities. The President felt concerned and anxious. If there
was riot and bloodshed and the United States troops were
not there under such warning, he would be blamed, but if
he were to send troops there, he would be accused of trying
to control the election by military force. On inquiry of the
Secretary of War, he said there were but eighty-three sol-
diers in Fort McHenry. It was known there were over five
hundred disbanded, but armed, negro soldiers in Baltimore.
The President and Cabinet, with the exception of Stanton,
who has withdrawn the troops and is in conspiracy with
the exclusionists, thought there should be additional
troops in the vicinity.

I met Stanton at the President's this morning, after this
discussion, and asked him what was done. He said he
should send General Grant to Baltimore; General Canby
has been there.

During all this discussion of days and weeks, Governor
Swann came once or twice a week to Washington to confer